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The focus of this edition of Learning Matters is Marking and Assessment. During the course of the 2012-13 
academic year, 11-16 faculties and 16-19 subject groups at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form will 
be reviewing and refreshing their Marking and Assessment policies. 
 
Ultimately, 11-16 faculties and 16-19 subject groups will be collaborating to create workable policies that em-
body the school’s key principles on Marking and Assessment. 
 
 

This edition of Learning Matters provides a snapshot of work carried out so far.

Marking and Assessment Feedback from Faculties

At a recent staff meeting, faculties were asked to consider key questions about Marking and Assessment 
practices in their areas. Some of the responses are listed below. These are also displayed in the staffroom, 
with the intention that  staff wiill add examples of each type of work to the display as they become available.

1.  Marking and Assessment: what currently works well in your faculty/department?

• Online tests
• Extended ‘project-style’ homework tasks in practical subjects
• Target sheets for students
• Verbal feedback in practical subjects
• Regular, common cross-year assessments

2.  What percentage of marking, realistically, can be completed by the teacher, on 
a regular, sustainable basis? Is there any work that you feel must be marked by the class teacher.

• Of the responses given, teacher marking ranges from 20-45% at KS3 and 30-50% at KS4
• Controlled assessments and summative tests at KS4 are consistently teacher marked

3.  What other forms of marking can be used? 

• Photographic evidence
• Visualiser
• Interactive handsets with a range of question/response types
• Self assessment/peer assessment
• Video and audio recording
• Mini-whiteboards
• Questioning

‘Marking and Assessment should celebrate student achievement and show how they can improve while 
including opportunities for students to act upon teacher guidance’

 
‘Marking and Assessment must be used a tool for student progression’
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‘The drama department is very strong at giving verbal feedback on performances and giving students the 
opportunity for peer assessment. After every performance students are given teacher feedback as well as 
receiving peer comments that are extended through teacher questioning. We encourage students to use Drama 
terminology and explain their point of view in detail. This is expected from KS3 and prepares students for giving 
higher quality verbal peer feedback during their KS4/5 exams, as well as within their writing. The department 
is also strong at regularly referring to assessment criteria and encouraging the students to reflect on their 
capabilities to enable them to set targets, informing them of how to get there.  

Staff give detailed formative feedback of written exam work, however we are looking to extend the time that 
is spent on making given improvements. The department is also reviewing the KS3 assessment criteria so 
progression can be more evident. As KS3 students do not have drama books, we are hoping to propose the 
idea of including a drama page in the journal where students can clearly record progress.’

Lauren White, Drama Teacher and Marking and Assessment Champion

4.  How can these potentially ‘less visible’ forms of marking be evidenced in a student work book or folder?

• Target-tracking pages in student books
• Printed certificates of attainment
• Students highlighting work where teacher advice was acted upon and cross-referencing on a target 

sheet
• Stamp on student work to record evidence of verbal feedback
• Publishing of performance times/distances and results
• Stamps and stickers e.g. ‘Target Met’

5.  What pro-formas, or other strategies, can be put in place on a faculty/departmental level, to further 
streamline the marking process, and to make targets and levels explicit to students?

• Subject tutorials
• Target statement banks
• Noticeboard in classroom
• VLE pages for data
• Stickers
• KS4 grade descriptors

6.  What other reference documents could be provided, to assist students in making progress/achieve well in 
assessments?

• List of topic objectives displayed
• Exemplar materials displayed
• Levels pages included in KS3 journals
• Displays of mark schemes and success criteria
• Individual  laminated target sheets
• Examiner reports
• News sheets with portfolios of student work
• Postcards home

7.  If students do not have workbooks/do not do written work in your subject area, how do/could you ensure 
that students know their current working level and what they need to do to improve? How do you/could you 
record feedback?

• Collation of work for reference by students
• Success wall
• Centralised departmental databases

Marking and Assessment News from Subject Areas
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‘As a text based subject, the marking load for English is heavy. We aim to closely mark a piece of work every 
two weeks but this can of course change with KS4 and KS5 groups who are approaching their exams who 
would need more frequent feedback. Therefore, developing methods of assessment where teachers can 
effectively judge student progress as conveniently as possible is important.  One method is peer and self-
assessment. A technique used is “blind marking” where a teacher will mark a piece of work but not annotate it. 
They will write the student’s strengths, areas to develop and level on a separate piece of paper. Students must 
then, using the same marking criteria, assess their work giving strengths, areas to develop and a level. The 
teacher then gives the student the piece of paper with the teacher assessment on it and students can see how 
accurate their marking was. Students really like the element of instant feedback on their marking and it makes 
peer and self-assessment more focused and relevant for them. Additionally, it is also a more convenient method 
of marking for the teacher.’  

Clare Meyerhoff, English Teacher and Marking and Assessment Champion

‘KS3 and KS4 science target sheets have been produced for this year to focus on the wide range of skills 
covered in science including written, analysis, literacy, numeracy, practical and investigative skills. Target 
passports have been used to inform students of their current levels and they are updated according to each end 
of topic test result so that students can monitor their progress. Certain topic tasks are marked according to level 
ladders which provide clear "next steps" for students to follow. BTEC students follow task checklists which are 
regularly updated with comments and points for improvement, so that they can meet the specification criteria. 
As a department we are trialling feed forward success stamps, to be used when students have successfully met 
targets, and awarding merits and e-commendations as further rewards. We are also discussing incorporating 
verbal feedback stamps into our in-lesson assessment practice, in order to accentuate the importance to 
students of incorporating verbally given targets into their work.’

Claire Rushby, Science Teacher and Marking and Assessment Champion

‘There are a number of strategies used for marking and assessment in D&T.   These include: 

• During their first lesson in D&T, Year 7 students sit a test that involves knowledge, creativity and motor skills.  
From this we give them a baseline level. 

• KS3 are set an 8 week home learning project covering a range of skills. These are given an overall split 
level with comments and targets as appropriate.

• Level ‘clouds’ are displayed on the wall in all classrooms covering the range of skills covered in D&T.

• Student work books contain simplified copies of the relevant ‘clouds’ to enable students to self-evaluate their 
levels, and for teachers to tick or circle the level achieved.

• The final page of each project booklet contains an evaluation. This page requires a photograph of the 
finished product, and a self-evaluation, it also allows for a teacher comment and level, or peer assessment.

• The front cover of each project booklet shows the skills being assessed in that project with a box for the 
level achieved.         

• Controlled assessment work is emailed to the teacher at strategic intervals by students for written feedback 
and targets for improvement. The students also have copies of the exam board assessment criteria.’

Jane Smith, Technology Teacher and Marking and Assessment Champion
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Modelling the Periodic Table

‘This Periodic Table was made by a group of Year 12 IB students as part of a summary lesson on 
electron structure and ionisation energies to test their understanding of this difficult topic. It was drawn 
on the bench in board marker and all the electron shells/subshells were shown with different coloured 
plasticine. The students greatly enjoyed this activity and it enabled me to assess their understanding in 
a visual way.’
 
Neil Bridgwater, 16-19 Subject Group Leader - Science (Chemistry and Physics)

‘In PE we assess students every 3 weeks (during each different sport module and again at the end). We 
are looking into the prospect of all students having an assessment booklet that will keep a record of all their 
assessments - personal, peer or teacher. We are also going to set up a display outlining levels in ‘student-
speak’ so that students find it easier to assess their own performance against official criteria. We identify able 
and talented students through our assessments and what they have achieved outside of school. Some of our 
top performers can be found at different levels on our website in the Performance Pyramid section to help 
celebrate their achievements http://sport.notleyhigh.com.’ 

Craig Ewing, Assistant Faculty Leader - PE and Marking and Assessment Champion

‘In ICT we have adopted an assessment calendar this year where we have streamlined the marking and 
assessment so that some work is self-assessed, some peer assessed and some teacher assessed.  We 
will mark one piece of classwork and home learning in detail giving feed forward comments to help student 
progress.
 
We are also using Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) sheets and using lesson objectives that directly relate to the 
APP sheets to enable students to see how this ties in.  The APP sheets are colour coded with different levels 
so that all students have an individual sheet depending on their ability.  The teacher guides the student on what 
areas have been covered and then countersigns this if they agree.  Once they have completed the sheet they 
then work on the next one.
 
We have also started to use stamps that say whether verbal feedback has been given.  We have got another 
stamp that outlines whether the work was self-assessed, peer assessed or teacher assessed.
 
We hope that this will make our marking more robust and students will know how to move forward and make 
maximum progress.’

Keith Ferguson, AST in ICT

An Example of Marking and Assessment in Key Stage 5 Chemistry 


